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12th Annual Black & Gold Ball a Success 
The 2008 Black & Gold Ball was one for the 
record books. We set a record with 307 attendees.  
We raised $61,000 towards our goal of a $1 
million endowment fund, eclipsing last year’s 
record of $58,000 raised! Most importantly, we 
had a lot of fun while supporting education in 
Harvard! 
 
“Given the state of the economy, the generosity of 
our supporters and the Harvard community is 
astounding,” said outgoing Foundation President, 
Becky Frost. 
 
In addition to more than 300 silent auction items, 
this 12th annual Ball featured raffles, a live auction 
with more than a dozen items, and a Dutch 
Auction which raised more than $5,500 to be 
targeted to mini-grants involving field trips. The 
Ball was at Cliffbreakers Riverside Resort in 
Rockford for the fourth year. 
 
“We are very pleased with the support and 
enthusiasm people showed for what we are doing 
in the Foundation,” said Ball Co-Chair Dr. Jacklyn 
Crosby. “It is nice to see the hard work of dozens 
of people pay off with such positive results.” 
Jacklyn Crosby and Brenda Gratz have co-chaired 
the Black & Gold Ball for the past two years. 
 
Ball Co-Chair Brenda Gratz also credited the 
many volunteers who help to make the Ball a 
reality. “This is truly the effort of many, many 
people. From the Board who started working on 

Thank You! 
The Harvard Community Education Foundation Board would 
like to extend our heartfelt gratitude to the companies and 
individuals who supported this year’s Black & Gold Ball. Special 
thanks go to our Gold and Silver sponsors of the 2008 Ball 
(listed in the article on Page 3). We couldn’t do it without you! 
Thank you for your support and dedication to education in 
Harvard! 

The Foundation would also like to thank all its volunteers for all 
their hard work. Special thanks go out to Orion Samuelson who 
served as Master of Ceremonies, Dave Koning, our auctioneer, 
and Dr. Richard Crosby, who gave the invocation! 

continued on page 3 

Corporate Table Sponsor Gary Pack (Twin Garden Farms), Gloria 
Samuelson, Foundation President Elect Linnea Kooistra, and Master of 
Ceremonies Orion Samuelson enjoy some conversation before dinner. 

Community members and leaders enjoy the revelry of the Ball. 
Front row: Barb Rowe, Harvard Chamber Executive Director Crystal 
Musgrove, Bonnie Moller, Reggie Logan. 
Back row: Father Paul White from St. Joseph's Catholic Church, 
Foundation Board Member Sandy Nolan, Mayor Jay Nolan, Alderman 
Deb Szczap, Alderman Scott Logan 
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AA Anderson, Inc. 
Accent: Fashions in Hair/Sherry Hoey 
Adriana's Restaurant & Lounge 
Alan & Lori Plane 
All-American Taxidermy 
Americast Concrete Products Corp. 
Anderson Brothers Drywall 
Angelo's Pizza 
Angie's Salon 
Anna & Jose Amando Picardo 
Anonymous Friend 
Anton Stricker and Family 
Arbor Management, Inc. 
Art & Lynn Kohley 
Art Tunes 
Beaver Creek Golf Course 
Benoy Motor Sales, Inc. 
Big Foot Inn 
Binz and Son Water Treatment 
Blackstone Golf Club 
Blue Ribbon Electrical Inc. 
Bob & Maggie Dodson 
Book Farms 
Booster Club 
Boppart Realty 
Bopp's 
Brady Jewelers 
Bravehearts Therapeutic Riding Center 
Bravos 
Brenda Gratz &  Dorothy York 
Bryson Calvin 
C. Romano Photography Studio 
Cakes by Cole 
Cakes by Dea & More 
Carl & Patricia Kennedy 
Carribean Sun of Harvard 
Castle Bank 
Central School Staff 
Changes Hair Design 
Charles & Linda Burkart 
Chef Jason Gratz 
Chemung Country Store 
Chicago Bears 
Chicago Rush 
Chicago White Sox 
Chris O'Brien 
Chris Yates 
Christine Kurth 
Chuck E. Cheese's 
City of Harvard 
Claire's 
Clarence Wilkening 
Cliffbreakers Riverside Resort 
Clock Tower Resort 
Crandall's 
Cristy Webb 
Crystal Woods 
Cunat, Inc. 
Curves (L & M Fitness) 
Custom Window Accents 
Dacy Airport 
Dairy Queen 
Dan & Becky Frost 
Dan & Sharon McMillan 
Daniel & Geralynn Wood 
Danik Kooistra 
Dave & Kathy O'Brien 
Dave Nolan 
David & Brenda Gratz 
David Abel 
Dawn Schwartz 
DeAngelo & Mary Cooke 
Dennis & Peggy Kurek 
DeWane Studio 
Dick & Lynda Stoxen 

DJ's Shear Delight Salon and Spa 
Don & Carol Larson 
Don & Ruth Coffey 

Donahue Furniture Co. 
Donley's Old West Steak House 

Doug & Margaret Hawthorne 
Doug & Renate Skinner 
Dr. & Mrs. Phil Kapraun 

Dr. Joseph & Rita Hagenbruch 
Duffy & JoAnn Seyller 

Dunham & Chemung Mutual Insurance Co. 
Ed & Darlene LeCrone 

Edward Jones 
Edward Lehman 

Edwards Apple Orchard 
Elizabeth Ann Haderlein 

Emtech Machining & Grinding Inc. 
Eric & Barbara Meinke 

Family Gathering 
First Place Products 

Fisher Winery 
Follet Library Resources 

Frank Richards 
Freedom Organix 

Fritz Farms 
Garbrecht Upholstery 
Gary & DeAnn Finke 

George Williams Golf Course 
Geralynn & Dan Wood & Karen & Bill Thome 

Gitlin, Busche & Stetler 
Give Me a Break Cleaning 

Glacier Oaks Nursery 
Gordie & Barb Weidner 

Gordy's 
Grand Geneva Resort and Spa 

Great Clips 
Gruenwald Antique Auto and Engine Inc. 

Gummerson & Rausch LLC 
Hair Affair 

Hair Designers 
H'ARTS (Harvard Arts Group) 
Hartwig Plumbing & Heating 

Harvard Boys League 
Harvard Chamber of Commerce 

Harvard Chevrolet Buick GMC LLC 
Harvard Choir Director 

Harvard Community Education Foundation 
Board 

Harvard Diggins Library 
Harvard District #50 Administration 

Harvard Family Eye Care 
Harvard Fire Department 

Harvard Ford 
Harvard Glass & Mirror 

Harvard Happy Hop, LLC 
Harvard High School 

Harvard High School Staff 
Harvard HS Athletic Dept 

Harvard Jr. High Staff 
Harvard Lion's Club 
Harvard Main Street 

Harvard Nursery 
Harvard Resale 

Harvard Retirement Home 
Harvard Rotary 

Harvard Savings Bank 
HEA 

Health Bridge Fitness Center 
HERS 

Heyer True Value 
Honeywell 

Hubbs Greenhouse 
Hutchinson, Shockey, Erley & Company 

Hyperstitch 
Illinois Railway Museum 

Jacque Gratz 
Jae & Donna Fielding 
Jay & Sandy Nolan 
Jeff & Genny Miller 
Jeff & Steve Miller 

Jefferson / Central School PTG 
Jefferson School Staff 

Jerry & Della Gratz 
Jerry Gratz Construction 

Jewel-Osco 
Jim & Yvonne Ditsch 

Jimenez Lawn Service, Inc. 
Jimmy's Patio 

JJ & Lisa Melson 
John & Carolyn Seegers 
John & Heather Ryder 
John & Jennifer Pihl 

John & Karen Leparski 
John & Suzanne Stephan 

Johnson Tractor 
Jones Country Meats 

Jones Packing 
Josh Martin 

Judy's Florist Shop 
Karen Robbins Photography 
Ken & Sandra Kruckenberg 

Ken & Susan Pedersen 
Kenneth & Lois Odling 

Kerasotes Theater 
Kerrie Barrett-Hobbs 

Kerry & Shirley Walter 
Kevin & Pam Schultz 

La Loncherita 
La Petitie Creperie & Bistrot 

La Rosita Grocery Store 
Lake Lawn Resort 

Lakeland Animal Hospital 
Lance & Kris Shelton 

Lance Jones &  Amy Verba 
Larry & Paula Weidner 

Laser Electric & Lighting Gallery 
LaVern & Charlotte Emricson 

Little Ceasar's Pizza 
Lloyd's Paint 'n Paper 

Looks Good Beauty Shop 
Lori Sweet 

Lucky Shot Photography 
M.G. Mechanical 
Mag - Aero, Inc. 

Marengo Disposal Company 
Margaret Kistler 

Marissa Pihl 
Mary Cooke &  Alicia Perez 

Matrix Integration 
Maura's Art Gallery & Frame Shop 

Maxon Road Neighbors 
McDonalds 

McHenry County Fair 
McHenry County Nursery 

Menards 
Mercy Health System 

Meyer Material Company 
Michael Legris 

Mid States Equipment 
Midge Roach 

Mike & Penny Martin 
Miller Auto & Transmission Repair Inc. 

Millie's Restaurants and Shopping Village 
Mulford Dental Group, LTD 

Nailtique 
Neighborhood Cleaners 

Nelson's Decorating 
Nick's Kozy Nook 

Oak Grove Golf Course 
Paisano's  - Italian Bistro 

Paul & Suzy Hereley
Paul Baldwin

Pedigree Ovens
Perfection Auto Body

Pet Paradise
Plum Tree National Golf Club

Practical Baker Equipment Company
ProLiance Energy, LLC

Randy & LuAnne Powell
Raue Center for the Arts

Razor's Edge
Read Between the Lynes
Red's Tavern & Pizzeria

Renate Rotta-Koch
Richard & Jacklyn Crosby

Richard & Pamela Hamilton
Richard & Sharon Knaack

Richard & Sonja Brook
Ritz Camera Centers

Robbin, Schwartz, Nicholas, Lauflin & Taylor
Robert Pidgeon

Rockford Ice Hogs
Rockford Speedway

Roxane Ashcraft
Royal Oak Farm Inc.

Sarah Pihl
Saunders & McFarlin Funeral Home

Seeley's Pharmacy
Sentry Foods

Sherril's Pet Grooming
Showboat Theatre

Stahl Insurance Agency & Amy Beestra
Stan's Office Technologies

State Representative Jack Franks
Steel Heart Ltd.

Steve & Marcia Miller
Steve & Melody Emricson

Steve & Pat Fisher
Steven & Beth Schmidt

Studio 2015
Subway

Sue Melson
Sullivan's Food

Susan Hulin
Susana Carbajal

Swanky Spa
Swiss Maid Bakery

Sybaris Pool & Suites
Ted & Penny Poehlmann

TGI Friday's
Thai Basil

The Chop Shop
The Flower Bin

The Frost Group
The Harvard State Bank Employees

Tim & Debra Chrapkiewicz
Timber Point

Tina Nebergall
Tom & Shelly Eslick

Tonya Pihl
TruServ

Twigg's Frame Shop & Gallery
U Got Purse-onality, Inc.

Ulmers Jewelry
U.S. Representative Donald Manzullo

Walworth Subway
Washington School Staff

Washington Street Station Bar & Eatery
White Oaks Farm

William Bosma
William Elman

Woodstock Farm & Lawn Center
Woodstock Opera House

Yoga Lounge

2008 Black & Gold Ball Donors 
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D50 Passes Referendum 

The Harvard Community Education Foundation (HCEF) is pleased to announce that Harvard District 50 
passed its building referendum on November 4th. 
 
The passage of the referendum allows the district to build a new elementary school that will house 
kindergarten thru 3rd grade students. Having the new building will allow the district to keep students in the 
earliest grades in one building for four years. Another benefit in having the new building is it will allow the 
district to shift grades from school to school, freeing up valuable space throughout buildings in the entire 
district.   
 
Again, we are astounded by the community’s generosity and their support of our children’s education. 
Without all of you, we couldn’t have realized such an important goal. Thank you! 

New Elementary School (artist’s rendering) 

this Ball almost immediately after last year’s Ball, to the donors and volunteers who helped us secure 
donations, to the more than 300 people who bought a ticket and came to our party!” said Gratz. 
 
Incoming Foundation President, Linnea Kooistra, also extended her appreciation for the hundreds of 
donors and guests. “We couldn’t do this without the hundreds of people and businesses who believe in the 
students of Harvard enough to make a donation or to bid on items in our auctions. We couldn’t do this 
without people deciding to spend their money for this important cause. I know all the volunteers who 
worked so hard on this event join me in thanking them.” 
 
Gold and Silver sponsors also were essential to the success of this event. The Foundation Board would 
like to thank those companies that were so very generous with their support. 
 
Gold Sponsors: The Harvard State Bank, Castle Bank, Mercy Harvard Hospital, Roofing Systems, 
Inc., Zeman Homes &  Neighborhoods, Dean Foods, Harvard Savings Bank, Robbins, Schwartz, 
Nicholas, Lifton & Taylor, LTD, and Fox River Financial.  
 
Silver Sponsors: Centegra Health System, Harvard Auto Group, and Twin Garden Farms. 
 
Plans are already underway for the 13th annual Black & Gold Ball.  We will be back at Cliffbreakers for the 
2009 Ball on Saturday, November 14th.  We expect to welcome Orion Samuelson back as our Master of 
Ceremonies.  Other details had not yet been finalized as this newsletter went to press, but rest assured we 
will make sure that you will have a great time at the 13th Annual Black & Gold Ball! 
 

12th Annual Black & Gold Ball a Success....continued from page 1 
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We’re already planning, so save the date for the… 

13th Annual Black and Gold Ball 
November 14th, 2009 

Cliffbreakers Riverside Resort, Rockford, IL. 
 

Come join us for an evening of food, fun, fundraising, and 
entertainment! 

Harvard Community Education Foundation 

Mission Statement 
Our mission is to encourage the Harvard community to 
support quality education of its children by enriching and 
expanding learning opportunities. 

F o u n d a t i o n ’ s  s u p p o r t  o f  s c h o o l s  
g r o w s  t h r o u g h  t h e  g e n e r o s i t y  o f  

t h e  H a r v a r d  c o m m u n i t y  
The people of Harvard have shown that they are willing to put 
their money where their hearts are. By investing back into our 
community, we can have the life that we want for ourselves 

and for our children.  

Thank you for all you have done! 

If you are interested in supporting the foundation and would 
like to receive more information on our financial policies and 
planning, please feel free to contact Becky Frost at 815-943-
6438. Your pledge today will support the Foundation’s “Gold 

Campaign” to raise one million dollars by 2010 and continue its 
mission of “Expanding Excellence in Education.” 

Education Foundation Board Members (2008)
 

Officers 
Becky Frost, 

President 
Linnea Kooistra, 
President Elect 

Sharon McMillan 
Secretary 

Verne Sisson, 
Treasurer 
Ex-Officio 
Members 
Bill Clow 

Dr. Lauri Tobias 

 
Directors 

Linda Burkart 
Rosalinda Carreno 
Dr. Jacklyn Crosby 

Mark Dion 
Brenda Gratz 
Chris Haak 

Doug Hawthorne 
Penny Martin 
Sue Melson 
Sandy Nolan 
Jennifer Pihl 

Frank Richards 
Midge Roach 
Kim Stricker 

Carolyn Toppe 

 
Friends of the 

Foundation 
Dr. Tim Chrapkiewicz 
Dr. Richard Crosby 

Joe Dacy 
Dan Frost 

Rebecca Gabrys 
Darlene Hoeft 
Dr. Karen Judy 

Darlene LeCrone 
Scott Logan 

Becky McDevitt 
Tom Mackenzie 
Carolyn Nolen 
Duffy Seyller 

Francine Sinderson 
Dr. Sue Smith 
Dick Stoxen 

Lynda Stoxen 
Matt Young 


